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Watch for The Mid-South Tribune’s 29th Annual 
Black History Month Special Edition in Feb. 2024.

Grizzlies present Sports Legacy Award at 22nd Annual MLK, Jr. 
Day Celebration Game on January 15 ... from sports page 1

 Museum Sports Legacy 
Award Honorees 

  
Honorees of the 19th Annual Na-
tional Civil Rights Museum 
Sports Legacy Award, presented 
by Ford and your Mid-South 
Ford Dealers, features NBA Hall 
of Famer Alex English, NFL Pro 
Bowl Running Back Calvin Hill, 
two-time WNBA Champion and 
activist Renee Montgomery and 
MLB Hall of Famer Ozzie 
Smith. The honorees will be cele-
brated on game day during the 
Earl Lloyd Sports Legacy Sym-
posium, presented by the Hyde 
Family Foundation. 
 

NBA Hall of Famer Alex 
 English 

 An eight-time NBA All-Star, 
English was named to the Nai-
smith Memorial Basketball Hall 
of Fame after a 15-year career. 
English is best known for his 11 
seasons with the Denver Nug-
gets, where he helped guide the 
Nuggets to nine consecutive 
postseason appearances and a 
trip to the 1985 Western Confer-
ence Finals. When English left 
the Nuggets, he was the holder of 
many team records including 
most career points (21,645), as-
sists (3,679), games (837) and 
minutes (29,893) in a Nuggets 
uniform. In addition to his time 
in Denver, English also played 
for the Milwaukee Bucks, Indi-
ana Pacers and Dallas Mave-
ricks. 
  Established in 1989, English’s 
Let’s Share Foundation contrib-
utes funds to feed, heal, shelter, 
educate, inspire, enlighten and 
nurture people of every age, 
gender, race and socioeconomic 
status. The goal of the Let’s 
Share Foundation is to provide 
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quality of life for all people 
through the distribution of re-
sources and support for those 
who may not be able to achieve 
it themselves. 
 
NFL Pro Bowl Running Back 

Calvin Hill 
  
A native of Baltimore, Maryland, 
Hill enjoyed a 12-year career 
with the Dallas Cowboys, Wash-
ington Commanders and Cleve-
land Browns. Hill was named to 
the Pro Bowl team four times as 
a member of the Cowboys and 
finished his NFL career with 
6,083 rushing yards and 42 rush-
ing touchdowns. Hill is the father 
of NBA Hall of Famer Grant 
Hill, who was part of the 12th 
Annual National Civil Rights 
Museum Sports Legacy Award 
class in 2017. 
  Hill currently sits on the boards 
of several organizations and spe-
cializes in working with troubled 
players. As a consultant with the 
Cleveland Browns, Hill helped 
form a group of Browns’ players 

to control and eliminate drug and 
alcohol-related problems. Hill 
has also written several articles 
on sports and academia for na-
tional publications and works as 
a motivational speaker address-
ing the problems of drugs and al-
cohol and the important 
relationship of sports and acade-
mia. 
 One of the most influential fig-
ures in the history of women’s 
basketball, two-time WNBA 
Champion Montgomery retired 
after 11 seasons to advocate for 
racial justice. Montgomery was 
the 4th overall pick in the 2009 
WNBA Draft after a four-year 
career at the University of Con-
necticut that was capped with a 
39-0 season and a National 
Championship. Montgomery 
played for the Minnesota Lynx, 
Connecticut Sun, Seattle Storm 
and Atlanta Dream. Following 
her playing career, Montgomery 
became a part-owner of the At-
lanta Dream. 
 

 WNBA Renee Montgomery 
 
The Renee Montgomery Founda-
tion is a 501c3 non-profit foun-
dation established to inspire, 
cultivate and empower the RMF 
“Moments Equal Momentum” 
optimistic philosophy that em-
phasizes the power and positive 
benefits of using each opportu-
nity to build future successful 
outcomes. The RMF addresses 
the importance of positivity, edu-
cation and technology through 
early youth development that 
promotes equality in women’s 
sports and advocates for social 
justice. RMF provides platforms, 
programs and resources nec-
essary to encourage growth and 
develop lifelong skills. 

 
MLB Ozzie Smith 

 Widely considered one of the 
greatest shortstops in MLB his-
tory, Smith was named to the Na-
tional Baseball Hall of Fame 
following a 19-year career with 
the San Diego Padres and St. 
Louis Cardinals. Nicknamed 
“The Wizard,” Smith is the all-
time assist leader at shortstop 
with 8,375 assists. Smith was a 
15-time All-Star and 13-time 
Rawlings Gold Glove Award 
winner. 
  The Ozzie Smith IMAC Regen-
eration Center opened in May of 

2017. The center establishes per-
sonalized protocols for patients 
using physical therapy, chiro-
practic, platelet rich plasma, 
spine decompression, and stem 
cell rejuvenation in pain manage-
ment and treatment. Additionally, 
Smith serves as President of PGA 
REACH Gateway Foundation, 
an organization that reaches out 
to inner city youth and our mili-
tary via mentoring and golf pro-
grams. 
  
The Earl Lloyd Sports Legacy 
Symposium will be broadcast 
live on Bally Sports Southeast on 
Jan. 15, at 3:30 p.m. and will rec-
ognize English, Hill, Montgom-
ery and Smith for their 
dedication and significant con-
tributions to civil and human 
rights, the social justice move-
ment and for laying the founda-
tion for future leaders through 
their careers in sports – all in the 
spirit of Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. 
 Discussions and Community 

Impact 
The multi-day schedule of events 
begins on Wednesday, Jan. 10, 
with Visualizing the Dream – A 
Night of Bringing Dr. King’s 
Dream to Life Through Artistic 
Expression. Members of the 
MENTOR Memphis Grizzlies 
Youth Advisory Council will 
give “Teen Talks” which will 
showcase how Dr. King’s legacy 
has positively impacted their ac-
cess to various opportunities for 
success. This year’s talks will 
center on the Grizzlies MLK ini-
tiative theme of economic mobil-
ity. Following “Teen Talks,” 25 
local middle school artists will 
work with local artist Alexis 
Miché and Grizzlies alum Tony 
Allen to paint basketballs and re-
flect on living in Dr. Kings leg-
acy and what their aspirations 
are, stemming from his “I Have 
a Dream” speech. The painted 
basketballs will be displayed at 
FedExForum Jan. 15 through 
February. 
The Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day of Service, presented by 
FedEx, will be Thursday, Jan. 
11. Grizzlies players, in support 
of the historic Clayborn Temple, 
will participate in a learning jour-
ney designed to provide more in-
sight on the historic 1968 
Sanitation Workers Strike and the 
I AM A MAN campaign. Fol-

lowing the learning journey, 
Grizzlies players, staff and 
FedEx volunteers will participate 
in a service project alongside 
current sanitation workers bene-
fiting students from Douglass K-
8 optional school. Volunteers will 
engage in a stained-glass making 
activity reminiscent of the imag-
ery represented in the historic 
stained glass in Clayborn Tem-
ple, as well as pack shelf stable 
food for more than 500 students 
at Douglass Optional School. 
On Sunday, Jan. 14, honorees 
and other special guests will tour 
the National Civil Rights Mu-
seum followed by the Intersec-
tion of Race and Sport panel, 
presented by BlueCross Blue-
Shield of Tennessee, and hosted 
at the NCRM. The panel will 
feature WNBA Champion and 
racial justice advocate, Renee 
Montgomery, and others and will 
be centered around economic 
empowerment. The panel will be 
moderated by President of the 
National Civil Rights Museum 
Dr. Russ Wigginton. 
 
Fans can tune in to the Intersec-
tion of Race and Sport conver-
sation live at 6 p.m. at 
Grizzlies.com/MLK, Memphis 
Grizzlies on YouTube and civil-
rightsmuseum.org.  
The event lineup continues on 
game day with the annual Earl 
Lloyd Sports Legacy Sympo-
sium, presented by the Hyde 
Family Foundation, from 3:30-
4:30 p.m. in the Grizzlies Built 
Ford Tough Training Facility 
at FedExForum. The sympo-
sium, hosted by Grizzlies televi-
sion play-by-play announcer Pete 
Pranica, will feature English, 
Hill, Montgomery and Smith, 
who will share stories of their 
community work and experi-
ences through their career in 
sports. The symposium will fea-
ture opening remarks by 
Grizzlies President Jason Wex-
ler and Dr. Russ Wigginton, 
President of the National Civil 
Rights Museum. The symposium 
will be broadcast live on Bally 
Sports Southeast. While admis-
sion to the symposium is free 
with the purchase of a ticket to 
the Grizzlies vs. Warriors game, 
space is limited. Doors open at 3 
p.m. 
  
Fans will also be able to experi-

ence the Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day Mentor Fair beginning 
at 4:30 p.m. through halftime. 
Community partners will be on 
site throughout the Plaza and Big 
River Steel Terrace Level Con-
courses at FedExForum to an-
swer questions and discuss 
volunteer opportunities. 
  Beginning at 11 a.m. on MLK 
Day, the Grizzlies are supporting 
the 3rd annual Race 4 Reconcili-
ation, a 5k or 1 mile Run/Walk in 
downtown Memphis. Grizz 
Girls will be on hand to award 
finishers with their medals. 
Tip-off for the Grizzlies vs. 
Warriors matchup is at 5 p.m. 
with the National Civil Rights 
Museum Sports Legacy Award 
Ceremony, presented by Ford 
and your Mid-South Ford 
Dealers, preceding the game. 
Ford Scholar and NCRM repre-
sentatives will present the honor-
ees with their Sports Legacy 
Award before tip-off. In addition, 
Monday’s game will feature a na-
tional anthem by Grammy 
Award-nominee and Memphian 
Valerie June. A special halftime 
performance, presented by Ford 
and your Mid-South Ford 
Dealers, will feature June, 
“Queen of Memphis Soul” Carla 
Thomas and the Gary Goin 
Band. 
 Fans can tune in Monday, Jan. 
15, at 5 p.m. to the MLK Cele-
bration Game vs. the Golden 
State Warriors in a side-by-side 
telecast, broadcasting regionally 
on Bally Sports Southeast, pre-
sented by FanDuel, and na-
tionally on TNT. Fans will want 
to tune in early at 4:30 p.m. to 
catch Grizzlies Live, presented 
by Ford and your Mid-South 
Ford Dealers featuring Pete 
Pranica, Brevin Knight, Rob 
Fischer and Chris Vernon. Fans 
who want to support the Mem-
phis Grizzlies and purchase 
2023-24 single game tickets, in-
cluding the  Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day Celebration Game, can 
do so now by calling (901) 888-
HOOP, going online to 
grizzlies.com/tickets or through 
the Official Grizzlies Mobile 
App.  
 For more information on the 
Grizzlies, visit grizzlies.com, 
‘like’ Memphis Grizzlies on 
Facebook or follow @memgrizz 
on Twitter/X and Instagram. 

Grizzlies celebrate National 
Mentoring Month to help 
young people of Memphis 
from sports page 1

and Mentoring Practitioner of the 
Year. The evening will include 
entertainment and recognition for 
the people and organizations who 
generously dedicate their time 
and resources to ensure the suc-
cess of young Memphians. 
 Finally, the Grizzlies will host 
Mentoring Night at FedExForum 
on Monday, Jan. 29, as the 
Grizzlies face the Sacramento 
Kings. MENTOR Memphis 
Grizzlies will provide mentoring-
themed t-shirts to the first 3,000 
fans in attendance, recognize 
MMG network members 
throughout various in-game ac-
tivities and highlight the final 
Mentor Spotlight of the month. 
  
Fans who want to support the 
Memphis Grizzlies and purchase 
2023-24 single game tickets can 
do so now by calling (901) 888-

gather at FedExForum on Tues-
day, Jan. 16, to enjoy the Na-
tional Mentoring Month Awards 
Dinner and celebrate excellence 
in the Memphis mentoring com-
munity. Awards will be given for 
Mentor of the Year, Mentee of 
the Year, Partnership of the Year, 
Mentoring Advocate of the Year, 
Mentoring Program of the Year 

Finally, the Grizzlies will host 
Mentoring Night at FedEx-
Forum on Monday, Jan. 29, 
as the Grizzlies face the Sac-
ramento Kings. MENTOR 
Memphis Grizzlies will pro-
vide mentoring-themed t-
shirts to the first 3,000 fans in 
attendance, recognize MMG 
network members throughout 
various in-game activities 
and highlight the final Men-
tor Spotlight of the month. 

HOOP or going online to 
grizzlies.com/tickets. For more 
information on the Grizzlies, 
visit grizzlies.com, ‘like’ Mem-
phis Grizzlies on Facebook or 
follow @memgrizz on Twitter/X 
and Instagram. 
  
ABOUT NATIONAL MEN-
TORING MONTH: 
National Mentoring Month is led 
by MENTOR: The National 
Mentoring Partnership, the na-
tional organization working to 
expand the quality and quantity 
of youth mentoring relationships 
nationwide. Each year since its 
launch in 2002, National Mentor-
ing Month has enjoyed the strong 
support of the President and the 
United States Congress. 
ABOUT THE MEMPHIS 
GRIZZLIES FOUNDATION: 
Harnessing the power of sport to 
transform lives, the Memphis 
Grizzlies Foundation is dedicated 
to closing the Opportunity Gap 
for children in underserved com-
munities and, since 2004, has fo-
cused on finding, funding and 
creating youth mentoring and de-
velopment programs that prepare 
students for success in college 
and career. Through the Founda-
tion, the Grizzlies have invested 
more than $53.6 million in 
schools, community organiza-
tions and innovative projects that 
give students the tools to achieve 
their full potential.  In 2012, the 
team earned the prestigious Bey-
ond Sport Sports Team of the 
Year award in acknowledgment 
of its commitment to meaningful 
community service. The team 
was named to the 2013 Pres-
ident’s Council on Fitness, Sports 
& Nutrition. In 2017, the Foun-
dation was named a finalist for 
ESPN Sports Humanitarian 
Team of the Year.  

 Remember Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. on January 15! 
Remember the Dream!


